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derive an importance in the public eye adequate to sustain
Mm in a political course." All this notwithstanding, a few
weeks later so strong a pressure was exerted upon Mr. Grote
to put himself forward as Member for the City, that a
consultation was held (at Mr. James Mill's house, in West-
minster) to discuss the matter. After some hours it was
decided that Mr. G-rote would not come forward. He then
wrote to the Lord Mayor, entreating that he would stand,
and offering to contribute 50Z. towards election expenses.
Mr, Grote himself became Chairman of the Committee for
securing the election of the four aldermen, on the Liberal
interest, and laboured unceasingly and, as it turned out, suc-
cessfully, to that end.

I pass over the exciting events of the next few months,
which culminated in the rejection of the Reform Bill by the
Lords in the month of October, 1831, only giving insertion
to two letters received by George Grote at this date, by way
of illustrating the feeling of the working classes in the
manufacturing districts, and the excitement in the Metro-
polis.

BIBMINGHAM, 4$ October, 1831-

. You mil see that we are, as usual here, acting politics wholesale*
I had hard work to get the " Big Wigs " up last Friday, "but we had
then an excellent meeting. Yesterday, however, out-Heroded Herod.

One hundred tlwusand persons is no trifle 1 The tone just went
np to the mark, but not beyond. I had taken great pains for two
days to put Aitwood and Edwards in the right tune on the docu-
ments and speeches. I never saw anything so imposing, and shall
never see the like again. Gregory and I were all day next to Att-
wood, and anxious to get our Report sent to town, and see that it
broke no law. Two or three of us were up most of the night, and
again at six this morning, to get the Eeport composed and fit to
go to printer, which at half-past seven AM. we accomplished, and
sent it off to the ' Times' and c Chronicle/ .**'**.

The Government is afraid of the people breaking loose; it is
impossible, if they but stick to the helm. I have written to Lord
Althorp to-day saying, that if Lord Grey, like the pilot, jumps
overboard in the storm to save his character, we shall go to the
"bottom all together. 1 believe, however, that six of us here couldet off to
